io6                        Introducing Shakespeare

sharers, and in addition some hired men and boys learning
the business who ultimately might rise to be sharers.

Amongst Henslowe's papers there is an agreement
between Henslowe and Jacob Meade with an actor named
Robert Dawes. Dawes agrees for a space of three years to
play with such company as Phillip Henslowe and Jacob
Meade shall agree; 'at the rate of one whole share accord-
ing to the custom of the players; and that he the said
Robert Dawes shall and will at all times during the said
term duly attend all such rehearsal which shall the night
before the rehearsal be given publicly out; and if that h^
the said Robert Dawes shall at any time fail to come at the
hour appointed, then he shall and will pay to the said
Phillip Henslowe and Jacob Meade their executors or
assigns twelve pence; and that if he come not before the
said rehearsal is ended then the said Robert Dawes is con-
tented to pay two shillings; and further that if the said
Robert Dawes shall not every day whereon any play is or
ought to be played be ready apparelled and ... to begin
the play at the hour of three of the clock in the afternoon
unless by six of the same company he shall be licensed fe?
the contrary, that then he the said Robert Dawes shall and
will pay unto the said Phillip and Jacob or their assigns
three shillings, and that if he the said Robert Dawes hap-
pen to be overcome with drink at the time when he ought
to play, by the judgment of four of the said company, he
shall and will pay ten shillings, and if he the said Robert
Dawes shall fail to come during any play having no license
or just excuse of sickness he is contented to pay twenty
shillings/